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Dear King’s College students,

Before you read through these study notes on Magcbetould like to tell you a few
things. | could make some long speech here abeutriportance of studying and the
five influential institutions. But | won't. I'lkell you something that I've learned in life
and | hope you listen...

Each of you have the ability to encourage otherstrengthen others, to inspire others, to
save others, and also to remind others that thdng& have to be the way they are all the
time. Each of us have the ability to make otheesthat they can be better. In
everything we do, we either bring people closgétal or push people away from Him.
You are an ambassador of Christ — show others whis HMy life verse is Philippians
2:3-5, “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vaianceit, but in humility consider others
better than yourselves. Each of you should lookombg to your own interests, but also to
the interests of others. Your attitude should l@esdime as that of Christ Jesus”

My entire time that | studied at the King’s Collegelid my best to live a Philippians
2:3-5 lifestyle, and | want to encourage you tafie too. What encourages me is seeing
and hearing about how others at King's step upraakke that difference in others’ lives
and show Christ’s love in so many different wa take time out of your day to write a
note, type an email, or just verbally affirm, en@ge, or buy ice cream for your fellow
classmate. There is so much you can do to impadives of your friends and college
family. Be the difference that brightens the otberson’s day — that will truly be a
reflection of Christ’s love to them. May everyoym come in contact with see your
good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.

Always around,

Class of Dec 2006
Hebrews 3:13

Always has, always will be some of my favorite asot.

“We can't be everywhere at once. But we all havbe somewhere, right? And wherever that is —rewes you are —
you can make a difference. It's not magic. lesigt matter how big or small a difference, realfyst enough...to
help out a little. If all of us could do that, fumce in a while, that would be so cool.” - JakeBmnder, JSA

“We’'re far from perfect. We can only do the bestean. But we do it. We always do it.” - Wally 8¥e
“Clark is who | am, Superman is what | do.” — Cl&t&nt

"l chose this life. | know what I'm doing. And onyagiven day, | could stop doing it. Today, howeiger't
that day. And tomorrow won't be either." — Batman

“Father Daniel says, “People look to you to savenih- probably most of the time — from their own
mistakes. They do things — knowingly — wrong. Ahdyt look to you afterward to make them right. Why
do you bother?” Superman replieBetause | carf
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Act 1, Scene 1.

Characters: Three Witches aka The Weird Sisters

Summary: The opening scene of the play sets the tone fowtiwe tragedy. Itis a
dark scene with thunder and rain. It is shortuphrand disheartening. We are
introduced to the people who are at fault in thiele thing — the weird sisters, also
known as the three witches. The three witches fganeet Macbeth as they meet in a
rainy thunder stricken night. They say they arddat when the fighting is done and in a
barren land with thunder too.

Note: Macbeth is introduced in this scene as a guy witlark atmosphere around him.
The “familiar” spirits of the witches are GraymalkiPaddock, and Anon (in order). The
sisters speak in rhyme also to signify the supermahtaspects of their characters since
rhyme symbolizes a higher level of speech. La#itlyy set the mindset for the reader
when they say that, “Fair is foul and foul is fairiplying that those that may look evil
may be good and those that are good may in faevibe
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Act 1, Scene 2:

Characters: King Duncan, Malcolm, Donalbain,
Lennox, the Captain, Ross, Angus

Speaking RolesKing Duncan, Malcolm,
Captain, Lennox, Ross

Summary: The scene takes place in the camp of
Duncan, who is current King of Scotland. They are
at war with Norway, apparently. King Duncan
hears from a bloodied captain how Macbeth had
slain the evil Macdonwald and propped his head on
a spike for all to see. Even better, Macbeth and
trusty friend Banquo withstood further attack from
the enemy even after they had ended the battles.
After sending the captain to be cleaned, King
Duncan orders the execution of the rebel Thane of
Cawdor and sends messengers (Ross and Angus) to
announce to Macbeth that he has been given
Cawdor’s title.

Note: In contrast to the previous scene, Macbeth ieihiced to the audience as a
wonderful guy, and is brave and courageous angla to the king. He is chosen to
replace the Thane of Cawdor who was a traitor stemdowing that Macbeth, too, may
turn out to be a traitor as well.
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Act 1, Scene 3:

Characters: The Weird
Sisters aka the three witches,
Macbeth, Banquo, Ross, Angus

Summary: We once again

see the weird sisters hanging

out in a barren battled

wasteland. There is thunder
once again. One witch has

been killing swine while

another has been cursing a sailor
out at sea because his wife
refused to feed the witch some
chestnuts. Finally, Macbeth and
Banquo arrive on the scene. The
three witches greet Macbeth as
“Thane of Glamis”, “Thane of
Cawdor”, and “King Hereafter”.
Banquo is perplexed because
they are horrid creatures that
look mannish, have beards, and
are yet women. The witches
seem to not care for him as their
main focus is on Macbeth.

They tell Macbeth he will be

king and that Banquo will be

the father of kings. After that,
they simply vanish. Macbeth
says they seemed to bubble out
of nowhere. While Macbeth

and Banquo are perplexed and
excited, Ross and Angus arrive
with news that the king has
named Macbeth “Thane of
Cawdor”. Macbeth is surprised to see the proplteaye true and begins to plot the
death of Duncan so that the remaining prophecyaaithe true.

Note: The weird sisters have weird beards...ewwww. M#tbepeats, in his own
words, the same statement the witches make ingéeing scene when he says that,
“Nothing is but what is not.” It is also interesgi that the wife of the sailor is the one
who causes the sailor to be cursed just as how Maypeth will later be the one to force
Macbeth down the road that leads to their deswucti
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Act 1, Scene 4.

Characters: Duncan, Malcolm, Banquo, Ross, Angus (doesn’akpe

Summary: King Duncan is trying to find out what happenedhat evil traitor — the
Thane of Cawdor. Malcolm assures him that inddegltraitor had been executed.
Macbeth, Banquo, Ross, and Angus arrive to evefgamngratulations. King Duncan
is so thrilled the war is pretty much over thatlaenes his son Malcolm as the new
Prince of Cumberland — the next in line to the tieroKing Duncan then ells Macbeth
that he will be going to visit Macbeth'’s place knoas The Inverness. Macbeth heads
out. On his way out, Macbeth is convinced he basurder the king in order to gain the
title for himself.

Note: Malcolm is the King Duncan’s eldest son and Dbaal is the youngest. Please
take note of that. Macbeth is bothered that Mafcisl named Prince of Cumberland —
the second in line to the throne. He is bothemhbse he knows that that should be his
spot if he is to become king one day. He saysmnsélf that he hopes light does not
shine on his black and deep desires.
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Act 1, Scene 5:

Characters: Lady Macbeth, Macbeth, and Messenger

Summary: This scene opens up inside the Castle Inverness,
the castle and home of the Macbeths. Lady Madsetading
a letter from Macbeth about the witches and whdt ha
transpired. She begins to worry for her seemisgipeless
husband, that he may not have the cunning andesghéss to
kill Duncan and carry out the prophecy. She onéisto the
skies that she may be unsexed, to be almost l&kérite of a
man to do what Macbeth can’t. She has to be fik@d cruelty
from agents of the supernatural. Finally, Maclsetives and
Lady Macbeth, like most good wives, says that siiehandle
the situation.

Note: This scene has the famous “unsex me” line of Lady
Macbeth.
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Act 1, Scene 6:

Characters: Duncan, Banquo, Lady Macbeth, Macbeth, Malcolmn&lbain, Lennox,
Macduff, Ross, and Angus.

Summary: Duncan, Banquo, and the rest of his entouragdradhe beautiful
heavenliness of the castle Inverness. Little @y tnow the horror that will take place

later. Lady Macbeth comes out, obviously stillegxand welcomes them in like a good
hostess.

Note: Only Duncan, Banquo, and Lady Macbeth speaki;sbene.
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Act 1, Scene 7

Characters: Macbeth, Lady Macbeth,

Summary: Macbeth begins to wonder if he should even
kill Duncan. After all, he had been heaping hoowhim
ever since and lots of people have been giving him
complements. While he is thinking of this, Ladyddath
comes and mocks all his worries and fears. Shieeea
plan in order to kill the king, to which Macbethcapts.

Note: Duncan is not murdered in this scene although the
break seems to imply something dreadful is going to
happen.
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Act 2, Scene 1.

Characters, Banquo, Fleance, Macbeth, the
bell that tolls

Summary: Banquo is worried. Yes, he is

very worried indeed. He remembers the
witches’ prophecies and begins to feel uneasy.
All this happens to him in a dream. He is so
distraught by this that he even gets his sword
back from his son Fleance when he hears
Macbeth approaching. Macbeth, however,
pretends to have forgotten these witches that
Banquo speaks of. Once Banquo steps away
for a moment, Macbeth has a vision of a dagger
leading him to Duncan’s room. Then he hears
the signal — the tolling of the bells by Lady
Macbeth. It is the signal of completion of the
preparations of murdering the king, all done by M&h’s beautiful wife. Macbeth exits
and kills the king off camera.

Note: It is midnight, the perfect time for a murder.igao sees his temptation of the
witches as evil and curses upon them, but Maclastinye know, relishes in them during
that very moment. Banquo does tell Macbeth that/gld honor him as king, if it
happens in an honorable way.




Page 9

Act 2, Scene 2:

Characters: Macbeth, Lady Macbeth

Summary: The scene opens with Lady Macbeth waiting
to see what has happened to Macbeth. Did he kitidan?
Macbeth comes in and is simply horrified by whahis
done. He shares how some servants said, “God légss
to which you're supposed to reply “Amen.” Yet he
couldn’t. He can’t even say “Amen” anymore. Heds he
brought the murder weapon (daggers) back with him
instead of leaving it with the servants. They wibe
scapegoats, you see, according to Lady Macbetlchéta
is so bothered by what he has done that he hasngott
paralyzed with fear to the point that Lady Machledis to
plant the daggers for him. When she returns, isius f
Macbeth still frozen at what he has done, so sgesunim
to get dressed in his gown (to pretend he was isigepnd
to wash his hands clean.

Note: Macbeth’s hands are stained with blood and Ladgibéth comments that her
hands are now as bloody as his when she had rdtdaggers. It is interesting to see
already at this point that bloody hands bother Lisidygbeth.
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Act 2, Scene 3:

Characters: Macbeth, Lady Macbeth, Drunken Porter,
Lennox, Macduff, Banquo, Malcolm, and Donalbain

Summary: This is supposed to be a comic relief scene,
but seems to just come off as a bit odd as theepwtto is
drunk seems to have stepped in from another play al
together. The scene starts with a drunken porter goes
to answer a knocking at the gate, all the whilgiplgthe
role of a devil porter at the gates of hell. | ddmow

how they got this from the text, but Pinkmonkey.ceays
that,

Finally one of the drunken porters awakens and ctoehedoor of the castle.
He imagines he is opening hell's gate, and a nurobsinners are outside
waiting to come in, including a greedy farmer wtamged himself, an
equivocator who "committed treason enough for Gedke," and artnglish
tailor who was a thief. When the porter actuallyenp the door, he finds
Macduff and_ennox who have come to wake the king. As the porter
humorously talks to the two of them about the tffetalcohol, Macbeth enters
the scene and offers to lead them to Duncan's room.

So anyway, he admits Macduff and Lennox, who hameecto wake Duncan. Macbeth
appears and greets them in his night gown. Maddaffes Lennox and Macbeth in order
to wake the king. But then he comes back screart@dporror, horror, horror!” because
he has found the king dead. Macbeth and Lennar gmthe chamber to see for
themselves. When they return, Lennox concludasthigaservants must be the ones who
murdered Duncan. Macbeth tells them all that leedi@ady slain the servants and
extracted revenge on them. The others find tli$ questionable and begin suspecting
him. But the cunning Lady Macbeth interrupts dltheem by crying for help and

fainting. The whole scene ends with Duncan’s twass@alcolm and Donalbain) fleeing
to safety from further traitors or suspicions dilfplay. Malcolm leaves to England and
Donalbain goes to Ireland (never to be heard frgairg.

Notes It is raining yet again this night. It seemsmsnead night has to have rain,
whether there are witches or murders.

When the porter is awakened from his stupor byttoeking, he thinks he is going to open hell's gate

in truth he is, for his castle walls - from the marhof the murder to the play's end - is a livirgdl for
Macbeth). The porter names the sinners who areimgpid enter, and each one possesses one of Magbeth
tragic flaws. The farmer is greedy (Macbeth is gieéor power); the equivocator is full of preterssel

lies (Macbeth lies to others and, more importantiyhimself); and the tailor is a thief (Macbethshast
stolen Duncan's life). All three of these traitsigdbute to Macbeth's downfall and total ruin. Hisst for
power leads him to dream of being king and causasd murder; but the most devastating flaw that
destroys Macbeth is that he has lied to himselfebieg he could kill and not be haunted. What appd

to be did not happen in reality! — pinkmonkey.com
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Act 2, Scene 4

Characters: Ross, Macduff, and an old man.

Summary: There’s Ross and an old man sitting around tglibout the odd things,
unnatural things that are happening in the wofllde old man shares how in his whole
seventy years in life, he had never seen suchgsrtimngs. It was indeed dreadful times.

Ross says that it is dark when it should be britfat’'s a sign of heaven being displeased
with things.

The old man says that one of the unnatural thisgiseé murder of Duncan. There were
three specific unnatural things they talk aboute-darkness, a falcon getting killed by a
mouse, and the tame horses of Duncan going wild.

Macduff joins them to report that Malcolm and Ddreah are now accused of having
bribed the servants who supposedly killed Dunddiacduff also announces that
Macbeth has been chosen king. Ross leaves foreSuowhMacbeth’s coronation, but
Macduff resolves to stay at his castle at Fife.

Notes There are unnatural things happening which insphe dark things and dark
forces that are at work here.
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Act 3, Scene 1.

Characters: Banquo, Macbeth, Lady Macbeth,
Servant, Two Murderers

Summary: Banquo begins to suspect that
Macbeth killed Duncan in order to become king.
Foul play and all that. Macbeth, however, tries to
be nice and asks Banquo to join them for a feast.
Banquo promises to return in time, but of course we
know something is up. After he leaves, Macbeth
begins plotting. He remembers the prophecy that
Banquo’s children, not his own, will be the future
kings of Scotland. So then Macbeth takes the
opportunity to do something. He convinces two
men/hired assassins that Banquo is their enemy and
sends them of to kill Banquo and his son.
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Act 3, Scene 2:

Characters: Macbeth, Lady Macbeth, Servant

Summary: The Macbeths are unhappy and uneasy
about what's been going on. Macbeth shares his fea
of Banquo, but doesn’t mention his plans. He hingd
something bad might happen that night, but dodst’t
Lady Macbeth in on it.

Notes Macbeth has begun to develop backbone and is
conniving and doing things behind Lady Macbeth’s
back already rather than always being the bumbling
husband.
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Act 3, Scene 3:

Characters: First Murderer, Second
Murderer, Third Murderer, Banquo, Fleance
(non-speaking)

Summary: A third man joins the two whom
Macbeth has already sent to kill Banquo and
Fleance. Obviously Macbeth doesn’t trust the
two assassins to accomplish the job
successfully or he just doesn’t trust them. The
three assassins manage to kill Banquo.
Fleance, his son, manages to escape.

Notes The mysterious third murderer shows
up, but he has no other role and there is no teigte story using his character. He’s
just another thug that decided to join the groumafdering assassins.
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Act 3, Scene 4.

Characters: Macbeth, Lady Macbeth, Banquo’s
ghost, Ross, Lennox, First Murderer, and randoxaislor

Summary: One of Banquo's murderers tells Macbeth

that the deed is done, but Fleance escaped. Muacbet

then joins the banquet. He is dumbfounded as ikere

no seat open for him (this is because the ghost of

Banquo is in his seat). Once he sees the ghost, he

begins freaking out (since he’s the only one who ca

see it) and Lady Macbeth has to calm him and the

guests down. The ghost leaves. Then the ghostg€om

back and Macbeth goes into a fit so Lady Macbethtbaend the guests home. Macbeth
finally resolves to go back and find the witchedinal out what happens.

Note: | think it is really funny when Macbeth shows aipd wonders why there are no
seats available. They keep trying to urge himttd@avn on his chair, but he insists that
it is taken. It turns out it is the ghost of BanquHe then freaks out and starts screaming
that of all images it could be, why did it haved&e on the form of Banquo. The other
people get scared and leave.



Page 17

Act 3, Scene b:

Characters: The Weird Sisters aka the Three Witches and ldecat

Summary: The witches meet their head witch named Hechitis.a very rhyme based
scene that doesn’t seem to connect much to thefrése story.

Note: Scholars believe that this scene was not writteBhakespeare because it is
noticeably different from the rest of the text.
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Act 3, Scene 6:

Characters: Lennox and some random lord

Summary: Lennox and some random lord discuss politicsdoti@nd. Lennox shares
sarcastically about Macbeth'’s official versiondlwé violent deaths that have been
surrounding him. The nameless lord responds vethsnof Macduff's flight to England
to seek help in overthrowing Macbeth.
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Act 4, Scene 1.

Characters: The weird sisters aka the three
witches, Macbeth, Hecate, the first apparition,
the second apparition, the third apparition, and
Lennox

Summary: Macbeth approaches the witches
to learn how to make his kingship secure. In
response, they summon for him three
apparitions: an armed head (a head prepped for
battle), a bloody child (coooo00, creepy), and a
child crowned with a tree in his hand. These
apparitions (who according tone commentary is
Hacate herself) instruct Macbeth to beware
Macduff but reassure him that no man born of a
woman can harm him and that he will not be
overthrown until Birnam Wood moves to
Dunsinane. Macbeth is greatly reassured, but
his confidence in the future is shaken when the
witches show him a line of 8 kings all in the
image of Banquo. After the witches disappear,
Macbeth discovers that Macduff has fled to
England and decides to kill Macduff's family
immediately.

Note: This whole scene reminds me of the
prophecies in Moby Dick (one of my favorite
novels of all time right next to One Fish, Two
Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish). It's always cool in
books when the mysterious supernatural
character makes prophecies that make absolutely
no sense and you, the reader, wonder how it will
come to pass. In this one, it shows us that

Macbeth'’s kingdom will not end unless three things
happen. First, beware Macduff. Easy enough to do.
Second, you'll be killed or harmed by a man who
was not born of a woman...um...that just sounds
weird. Lastly, he will not fall until the entir@fest

of Birnam Wood moves location to his castle.

Weird stuff, but fun to see how it is carried out.
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Act 4, Scene 2:

Characters: Ross, Lady Macduff, Son (Macduff Junior), Messamand the
Murderers.

Summary: Ross visits Lady Macduff and tries to explairhes why Macduff had to
leave her and the children defenseless when héotdingland. Lady Macduff won’t
hear any of it. After Ross leaves, a messengefearto warn Lady Macduff that she has
to run. But then Macbeth’s men attack her andsbarbefore they can leave and end up
killing her son and eventually her too.

Note: There is no indication that these are the sameeners Macbeth employed
earlier. Lady Macduff manages to escape for awdftler seeing her son get killed
(because he called the murderer a shag-earechyill&he runs out screaming “Murder!”
We later learn in the next chapters that she digake it either.



Page 21

Act 4, Scene 3:

Characters; Malcolm, Macduff, Ross, and a doctor

Summary: | honestly got very confused with this scenellstet PinkMonkey.com
speak for me here...

This scene opens in front of the
king's castle in England with
Malcolm and Macduff discussing the
state of affairs brought about by
Macbeth in Scotland. It is not a
pretty picture, for each day "new
sorrows strike heaven on the face."
Malcolm wants to find a desolate
place and weep for his homeland.
Macduff wants to take up arms
against Macbeth. At the beginning of
their conversation, it is obvious that
the two men are distrustful of one
another. Macduff senses the worry of
the prince and assures him, "l am
not treacherous." Malcolm is still not
convinced. He questions why
Macduff left his wife and child in

peril in order to come to England.
The prince admits that he is
suspicious and concerned for his
own safety. Macduff, in frustration,
cries out, "Bleed, bleed, poor
country." He feels there is no hope
for Scotland if he cannot join forces
with Malcolm against Macbeth. But since he is mosted, Macduff feels he has to leave.

Malcolm stops Macduff in order to test his trustthmess. The prince pretends to be an
evil person filled with vices, and if compared tadeth, Malcolm says, "Black Macbeth
will seem pure as snow." Macduff scoffs and says, ih the legions of horrid hell can
come a devil more damned in evils to top Macbe¥altolm agrees that the present

king is "bloody, avaricious, deceitful, maliciogsnacking of every sin that has a name,"
but he promises that he is worse, more lustfulgnegdy. Macduff still does not give up
on Malcolm, but suggests ways for him to handlesitiss. Macduff further believes that
surely Malcolm possesses virtues to outweigh ttesviMalcolm, however, claims he has
none of the royal graces of "justice, verity, tenapee, stableness, perseverance, mercy,
devotion, patience, or courage." He further saya thhe were king, he would "pour the
sweet milk of concord into hell, uproot the uniarseace, confound all unity on earth."
Macduff, at this news, again bemoans his beloved&d. Then he, being taken in by



Malcolm's pretense, turns on the prince and sayss het fit to govern Scotland or even
to live. He gives up on the fight for his homeland bids farewell to Malcolm a second
time.

Once again Malcolm stops Macduff. He praises Maitslurftegrity of soul and noble
passion for Scotland. He then admits to the trighex has used to test Macduff's
purpose. Malcolm then pledges support and loyaltylacduff in his attempt to
overthrow Macbeth and says, "I put myself to thigation.” He tells Macduff that
Siward and 10,000 English soldiers are at their omand to aid in the fight. Macduff is
struck dumb by this news, confused between theaggopee and the reality. When
Malcolm questions him about it, Macduff explains ¢onfusion: "Such welcome and
unwelcome things at once, 'tis hard to reconcile."

A doctor then passes by to say that King Edwambming. The physician stays only long
enough to describe King Edward's power of healMglcolm also tells Macduff that this
holy king (in total contrast to the devilish Madhealso has a divine gift of prophecy (in
contrast to the evil prophesying of the witchetleMRoss enters the scene, freshly
arrived from Scotland, and again Malcolm becomespgiious. Macduff inquires about
the state of affairs in Scotland. Ross explains tioghing has changed, " It's like a
grave." When Malcolm asks what the latest grieRisss responds, " Each minute teems
a new one." When Macduff quizzes him about his Riss at first avoids the news of
her murder. But when he hears that Malcolm and Micare about to lead an attack on
Macbeth, he tells about the king's latest brutalitye "savage slaughter” of Macduff's
family. Macduff is overcome with grief at his l@ssl guilt for his absence. Malcolm
encourages him to turn the grief into a fightingrs@gainst Macbeth, "Be this the
whetstone of your sword." Macduff agrees he musteyenge!

Malcolm feels it is King Edward that has healed him
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Act 5, Scene 1.

Character: Doctor, Gentlewoman, Lady Macbeth,

Summary: Lady Macbeth has two attendants: a
gentlewoman and a doctor. The gentlewoman calls
the doctor to observe what she has been observing
regularly. She shows the doctor how Lady Macbeth
walks in her sleep and makes the gestures of wgshin
her hands as she remembers al the evil that she has
done. The blood won’t come out, she says. There’s
always another spot. The doctor watches and finall
says that she needs a spiritual aid and not agdlysi
one.

Notes First time | ever heard of a gentlewoman.

Anyway, this is the memorable scene where Lady

Macbeth tries and tries and tries to wash her hands

clean of the blood but can’t get the blood outs dl in her head, but it's the perfect
example of how guilt can destroy someone. Shekgeps remembering all her sins and
all the people that she had killed or helped tb K&he also always keeps a candle beside
her bed in hopes of dispensing the darkness asddr
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Act 5, Scene 2:

Characters: Menteith, Caithness, Angus, Lennox, and othedoamsoldiers.

Summary: A Scottish force, in rebellion against Macbettarohes toward Birnam
Wood to join Malcolm and his English army. Thelktabout how there is no more
loyalty among Macbeth’s men and how most believadsgegone mad. Victory is at
hand due to their enemy being quite simply — a mess
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Act 5, Scene 3:

Characters: Macbeth, Servant, Seyton (ahem,
say what?), and Doctor

Summary: Macbeth hears reports of the
gathering armies, but is more focused on Lady
Macbeth’s health condition. He finds his safety in
the apparitions’ promises, you see. Macbeth, too,
has truly gone mad, even unable to finish a
sentence. He keeps reminding himself not to fear
unless the Birnam Wood moves.

Notes Seyton is just one weird evil sounding
name. He’s also the only loyal commanding
officer from Macbeth’s army. Everyone else
seems to despise their king.
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Act 5, Scene 4.

Characters: Malcolm, Siward, Macduff, Siward’s Son, Mentei@aithness, Angus,
and other soldiers.

Summary: Guess what? The Birnam Wood moves. Other n®bttish forces join
Malcolm’s army at Birnam Wood. Malcolm orders eaadhdier to cut down and carry a
bough from the wood to use as camouflage as thagkathe castle.

Notes Obviously this is how the forest seems to mavtulfill the prophecy.
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Act 5, Scene 5:

Characters: Macbeth, Seyton, Messenger

Summary: Macbeth stays in the castle confident at firat iy siege that Malcolm
throws at him could be stopped. Then he is told hady Macbeth is dead and also how
Birnam Wood has moved location toward Dunsinandl€asie finally decides that he
will go out and meet the armies head on in thelfiébo the castle is abandoned.

Notes Macbeth makes a stirring speech here that halps understand not only his
state of mind, but how far he has fallen.
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Act 5, Scene 6:

Characters: Malcolm, Siward, and Macduff

Summary: Malcolm’s forces arrive at Dunsinane Castle. \b@gins!

But for better story telling purposes, I'll let pamonkey.com continue to explain what
happened here...00000-00000-pto000!

This very brief scene takes place just beyonddk#decgate of Dunsinane. Malcolm,
Siward, and Macduff converse as they lead theiryaionward. Malcolm instructs his
troops to throw down the branches from Birnam Wdodthey no longer need
camouflage. Then Malcolm, obviously in control @edmand, orders Siward and his
son to lead the first charge. He and Macduff valldw. Siward sets off, indicating he is
well prepared for the fight. Macduff is eager adlwaed tells the troops to sound the
trumpets as "harbingers of blood and death."”

Notes :This scene, the shortest one in the play, serveptwposes. First it gives the
location of the army. The soldiers are right ouésaf Dunsinane, and the fighting will
start soon. Secondly, it places Malcolm into trelkrship role that he rightfully
deserves. He calmly give orders and organizes tiaglg a very different image that the
one painted of the chaotic and demented Macbetlaeimg his life. It is significant to
note that the army has come under the camouflapeamiches, appearing to be
something they were not; but it is now time totlaybranches aside and appear as they
really are. Symbolically, the scene indicates tha time to rid Scotland of Macbeth, a
shallow appearance of a king, and replace him Witicolm, the real prince who
possesses the lineage and royal graces to hondhtbee. Although the blood and death
of fighting is eminent at the end of the sceneptbenise is that evil and chaos will be
vanquished, and peace and order will be restorefidotland.
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Act 5, Scene 7:

Characters: Macbeth, Young Siward,
Macduff, Siward, Malcolm

Summary: Macbeth enters the battle,
while still speaking to himself of how a
man could not have been born of a
woman. Finally, during the battle, he
slays the yough Siward, the son of the
English commander Siward. Macduff
finally arrives in search of Macbeth.
Malcolm has Dunsinane Castle under
complete surrendered control.
Malcolm’s forces have also been
strengthened by deserters from
Macbeth’s army.
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Act 5, Scene 8:

Characters: Macbeth, Macduff, Malcolm, Ross,
Siward

Summary: Finally the epic showdown happens:
Macduff vs. Macbeth. Macduff is a bit hesitant to
fight Macbeth who has already all but wiped out the
house of Macduff. It comes out that Macduff was no

kidding. Macduff was not born of a woman, because
he had to be prematurely ripped from her. | thhik
simply means he was of a caesarean birth. Anyway,
Macbeth is frightened by this. But then Macduff
spurs him on to fight by saying how he is going to
make Macbeth be a public spectacle for all the gdvorl
to see. Finally, Macduff kills Macbeth, cuts of§h
head, and brings it to Malcolm. With Macbeth dead,
Malcolm is now king and gives new titles to hisdby
supporters.
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Characters in the Play:

The Three Witches They are also known as the Weird Sisters. dtlitheir fault that
this whole tragedy and mess happens.

Duncan: He is the King of Scotland at the beginning & ghay. He is an apparently
good king that has been serving his people wed#.ublally rewards those that are loyal
to him and punishes those that aren't.

Malcolm: Malcolm is King Duncan’s eldest son who is nartteglPrince of Cumberland,
which makes him next in line to the throne. He ¢ually becomes king when Macduff
kills Macbeth.

Donalbain: Duncan’s younger son.

Macbeth: Thane of Glamis. He is the driving charactethid play and goes from being
a happy guy with relatively no backbone to beingtaged by madness and pure evil.
He goes from worrying of killing the king to outhigkilling people left and right. What
is odd is how he follows the witches and doesHlbte his conscience which eventually
leads to his destruction.

Lady Macbeth: Macbeth’s wife who seems to be the catalyst t@ bpu on his road
towards destruction. She is the one who prepaeemurder of King Duncan. She also
tries to be a good wife keeping the guests at ittlveed happy when Macbeth goes mad
over seeing Banquo’s ghost. She eventually goesand sees blood on her hands all
the time and can’t wash it off. She makes washiogions with her hand when she is
asleep because the guilt and the blood on her momtgeis too much. She eventually
dies.

Seyton Attendant and general to Macbeth. He stays ltyy8acbeth even during the

war at the end against Macduff and Malcolm’s saklie

Three Murderers in Macbeth’s service: The threederars appear in three scenes. They
kill Banquo and Macduff’'s whole household.

A Doctor: He diagnosis Lady Macbeth and realizes that shekswith a spiritual, not
physical ailment. He attends to Lady Macbeth aisddtk of help he offers to her
frustrates Macbeth.

A Gentlewoman She also attends Lady Macbeth and is the onenwtices her go
through her hallucinations of blood that won’t waghher hands. She is deeply
bothered and shows the doctor.

A Porter: A comic relief type of character who appears #rand acting as a porter in
hell. He also shares how alcoholic beverage igfuielor three things.



Banquo: Commander with Macbeth in Duncan’s army. Hergwsed to have sons who
will be kings. This is seen as still possible (@tshis death) since his son survives the
ambush. He is murdered by Macbeth’s murdererbiemdad.

Fleance Banquo’s son who escapes the murderous ambuBlarmuo

Macduff: A Scottish Noble who later avenges his familyiageMacbeth. He Kkills
Macbeth and he was never born of a woman...

Lady Macduff: Appears in one scene and can’'t understand whigdsdyand had
abandoned them for safety in England.

Their son: Junior Macduff (my nickname for him) is killed efttaunting the murderers.
Lennox: Scottish Noble who seems to randomly appeararbttkground of many
scenes. His main scene is shared with an unnasn@dvhere they discuss the current
political situation around Macbeth'’s kingship.

Ross Scottish Noble who plays the part of messengewutjhout the play. He delivers
the news of Macbeth being the new Thane of Cawdller also tells Lady Macduff to
stop hating her husband for running to England.

Angus: Scottish Noble

Menteith: Scottish Noble who is part of the army to ovesthiMacbeth

Caithness Scottish Noble who is part of the army to ovesthiMacbeth

Siward: Commander of the English forces.

Young Siward: Son of Siward and is killed by Macbeth.

Captain: Act 1, scene 2 let’s us see the bloodied caftam Duncan’s forces who
shares the fantastic story of how Macbeth and Baisqued the day.

An Old Man: Ross and Macduff are with this old man as theyyd#ewhere to go. The
old man really doesn’t do anything of importance.

A Doctor in the English Court:
Hecate Queen of the three witches and also happensooba the apparitions that

Macbeth sees — the armored head, the bloody @mltithe crowned child holding the
tree. She also is the eight nonspeaking headmg$ khat all look like Banquo.
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| ocations

Castle Inerness- this is the castle of the Macbeth’s where Dunsédilled.

Dunsinane Castle- This is where Macbeth makes his last stand agtie armies of
Macduff and Malcolm. He eventually leaves the least order to face his enemies in the
field.

English Court — This is where Macduff confronts Malcolm to ak&dacbeth. He also
learns here that his entire family is dead.

Heath - an unproductive barren waste of land wherehheetwitches meet up with
Macbeth and Banquo

Fife — Macduff goes to Fife to sit at his house there
Scone—- Ross goes to Scone to attend Macbeth’s coranatio

England — Malcolm flees to England shortly after his fathenurder to hide where he
later meets up with Macduff.

Ireland — Donalbain flees to Ireland to hide because efsilispicions that he and his
brother paid the servants of Macbeth to kill tHather (according to one commentary)
OR because he needs safety (according to anothrenentary).

Birnam Wood — The place that the army that’s revolting agaiatbeth gathers in.
Eventually, they are ordered to chop the trees damehcarry them to the castle to hide
the amount of soldiers that are present.

Palace at Forres—- The palace that Macbeth has the banquet infenpalace that
Banquo gets murdered nearby of.

And that concludes the
Tragedy of Macbeth

The End.
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